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The  following Sudoku puzzle deals with the names and generic structures of organic 
functional groups found in organic molecules.They do not deal directly with numbers as 
a traditional Sudoku puzzle, but instead of numbers there are 9 different functional 
groups that replace them. The puzzle is to be solved so that there are nine different 
functions in each horizontal column, each vertical column, each of the nine square 
matrices, but not in the two diagonal columns. 
 
The puzzle uses only generic formulas (structures) that represent the nine possible 
functions. 
 
Complete the puzzle using either the functional group structure or its respective name in 
the empty squares. Consider the following reference: 
 
Puzzle Reference: 

alcohol aldehyde alkyl 
halide amide amine ester ether carboxylic 

acid ketone 

 
R-OH 

 
R-CHO R-Cl R-CONH2 R-NH2 R-COO-R’ R-O-R’ R-COOH R-CO-R’ 

 
Compare the puzzle reference above to the course handout of functional group names & 
structures. There are subtle differences in the way that the functional groups can be 
written, which represent the same function. 
 
http://chemconnections.org/general/chem108/Organic%20Functions-Amino%20Acids%20Names.2018.pdf



 


